
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                       

 

Going For Gold 
Perhaps the most stunning athletic event of the recent Beijing Olympics was the finals in the 

400 meter men’s swimming relay.  Superstar Michael Phelps swam the first leg of the relay for team 
USA.  But by the final 50 meters of the race, American swimmer Jason Lezak was a full body length 
behind his French competitor.  Victory seemed beyond grasp.  It wasn’t.  With every stroke, Lezak 
came a little closer.  At the end of the race both swimmers lunged for the pool wall at the same time.  
Lezak touched it first; the American team won literally by a fingernail.  Some observers said it was the 
greatest comeback in Olympic history.   

The original Olympic Games were held in ancient Greece.  Popular sports included chariot 
racing and a foot race in which participants were clad in 60 lbs. of military armor.  The ancient 
Olympics were familiar to many non-Greeks, including the Apostle Paul.   

In a letter to his young protégé Timothy, Paul used Olympic imagery to describe his 
discipleship.  He wrote: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
will give me on that day.”  The “crown of righteousness” builds on the ancient tradition of giving an 
olive wreath to Olympic winners.   

Few people dare to dream of becoming Olympians.  Of those who dream, only a small fraction 
possesses the combination of natural talent and training opportunities necessary to be competitive.  Of 
those who compete, only a handful gets to stand on the winner’s podium.  Is it the same way in faith?  
Is the “crown of righteousness” reserved only for religious superstars of like Paul?  Not hardly.   

The billions of people worldwide who got caught up in the Olympic excitement could only 
watch the games from the sidelines or on television.  In fact, this Olympiad was likely the biggest 
spectator event in all of history.  Discipleship, by contrast, is not an exclusive event; it is inclusive.  In 
God’s realm, everyone is called to participate, and everyone has the capacity to do so—all are 
equipped with unique gifts and opportunities for service.   
 The motto of the modern Olympic movement is “Swifter, Higher, Stronger.”  We admire 
excellence, and we should strive for it too.  As disciples we can be “More Faithful, More Loving, More 
Forgiving.”  If that is our vision, then we too will be victorious.  Paul said that “crown of 
righteousness” would be given not to him only, but to all of God’s children.  In God’s realm, we are all 
winners.   
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Youth Update  
By Marcia Patrie 
 
Footin’ It For Fun 
We have an opportunity for you each and every one to help out Charles Hall  by sponsoring one of our 
youth who will be walking at Footin’ It For Fun. We have 2 teams organized and they will be 
accepting donations after church. There are also families and individuals from our church who are 
walking.   
 
Footin It For Fun will take place on Sunday September 14th at the Dakota Zoo with free admittance.  
This is a different route than we have walked in previous years.  Registration will begin at 1:00, the 
walk at 2:00, awards and prizes at 3:00 and a concert by Cotton Wood at 3:30.  Cotton Wood sang for 
a service at our church last year and I am sure everyone will enjoy this addition.    
 
Charles Hall is made up of 3 homes, which serve youth at risk.  This organization has been one of the 
outreach projects of the UCC since we joined in 1985 and has many links to our members. It was 
started by Harold and Eva Case who worked with the UCC on Ft. Berthold as a boarding home for 
Native American youth allowing them an opportunity to escape poverty, violence and to finish high 
school in a safe and structured environment.  Pete Brinckerhoff, a member of this church until his 
death, was the first Executive Director.  Today both co-directors, Gayle Klopp and Gayla Sherman, are 
active members. 
 
We have a close connection to this organization that makes a difference for many youth in our region.  
We thank you in advance for your support.   

 
August Meeting 
 
The Youth met on August 24th after church for our kick-off for the fall.  We had 9 youth join us at 
Sertoma Park for pizza and some fun miniature golfing and rides at the amusement park.  We 
organized our teams for the Charles Hall fund raiser and planned some additional activities for the fall.  
We hope to have more youth join with us as we work on some service projects and set aside some time 
for fun and fellowship. 
 

News and Notes……….. 
 
 Special Thanks 
Thank you to everyone who has been so supportive of our church’s ministry during this period without 
an associate pastor.  Special thanks to Marcia Patrie who is leading our youth programming and 
Cecelia Tolstedt who is stepping in as Sunday School Superintendent.   
Also a big thank-you to Camille Grothier for doing pulpit supply this summer.   
 
Fellowship Hall Pictures 
The pictures on display in the Fellowship Hall are of the dedication of the school in Lisadila, East 
Timor.  Thanks to Joan and Forest Durow for mounting and hanging them! 
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East Timor Update 

On July 6th, the school our congregation and the Northern Plains Conference 
helped establish in the Timorese village of Lisadila was formally dedicated.  A crowd 
of nearly 500 people attending the ceremonies.  The school received its first students in 
August of 2007, and an additional grade level has now been added.  Anticipated enrolment for the 
current school year is 80 students.  Academic and technical courses are offered, along with religious 
education.   
 

We celebrate the progress that has been made on this vitally important project, and thank 
everyone who has been so supportive of it.  Even as we celebrate the dedication, we need to be aware 
that the greatest challenges still lie ahead.  Operating costs of the school this year are budgeted at 
$23,000 (approximately $300 per student).  In addition, there is need for a well on the school property, 
a dormitory and a shop.  Pastor Jim would be happy to answer all questions concerning the school.   
 
The Banquet 
On July 31st our church was privileged to serve The Banquet, a community meal for any 
one who would like to attend.  Thanks to everyone who helped to make it a great success—
342 people were served.  Those who would still like to donate funds to offset the cost of the 
meal may do so by marking your check or offering envelope “Jack’s Place Food Pantry.”   
 
Baptism 
On August 3rd, we joyfully celebrated the baptism of Sadie Jo Watson, daughter of 
Shelly and Travis Watson.  We pray for God’s special blessing upon Sadie Jo and her 
family.   

 
Wedding Bells 
Two weddings were held in our church on Friday, August 8th.  Nona  
Binegar and Nick Siba were joined in marriage in the afternoon, and Sheena Adams and 

Justin Weil had their wedding in the evening.  Blessings to these couples as they begin their new lives 
together!   
 
Did you Know? 
Did you know that our congregation has an endowment fund?  It’s called the United Living Trust 
Fund.  One of the plaques in our foyer honors those who have contributed to it.  Did you know that this 

endowment provides regular income to support the mission and ministry of our church?  Every three 
months, we receive interest income (the principle is never 
touched).  Currently, our quarterly checks are over $900, 
10% of which is tithed to Charles Hall Youth Services.  
Did you know that our money is invested with the United 

Church Foundation?  The Foundation has provided 
superior financial returns by beating investment industry 
averages over 1, 3 and 5 year timeframes.  Did you know 

that donations to our Trust Fund can be made at any time, or that the church can be included in your 

will?  Contact Pastor Jim or a member of the Board of Trustees for more information 
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Birthday Thanks 
Pastor Jim would like to thank everyone for all that was done to make his birthday special.   
 
Thank you so much for your prayers, phone calls, and cards sent while we were both in and out of the 

hospital and recuperating at home.  Your kindness will never be forgotten. 

        Harold and Carol Gomke 

 

Coming Events……. 
 

Hello Congregation and Choir Members: 
Choir will start rehearsals on September 3, at 7:00 pm.  If you’re at all interested, come and try singing 
with us.  We do have a great time during rehearsal.  We will also have our annual dessert pot luck after 
the rehearsal.  Sorry, but you’ll have to sing for your supper.  I’m looking forward to seeing your 
smiling faces again and I may even be ready for your outgoing personalities. 
 
I know that we will all miss Gordy this year.  He was a very important part of our lives.   

See you soon, 
Craig 

 
Fall Worship Schedule & Sunday School 
Our fall worship schedule begins on Sunday, September 7th.  Services will be held at 9:00 and 10:30 
am.  Sunday School is during the 10:30 service.   
 
Confirmation Begins 
It’s time to gear up for Confirmation Classes!  An organizational meeting will be held at the church on 
Wednesday, September 24th at 6:00 p.m.  Students and parents for Confirmation I (7th graders) and 
Confirmation II (8th graders) are invited to attend.  Pizza will be served.   
 

Don’t miss out!  New pictorial directory coming soon. 
In order to keep our congregation informed about our members, the church will be updating the 
pictorial directory in late September.  There is absolutely no obligation to purchase any photos and the 
photo session and your copy of the directory are free.  We are hoping for 100% participation in order 
to keep our directory as current as possible.  Photos will be taken at the church Wednesday-Friday,  
September 24-26, 3:00-9:30 pm; and Saturday, September 27, 10:00 am-5:00 pm.  Sign-up for photo 
appointments will begin Sunday, August 24.  Come be a part of our church’s visual history. 
 
Associate Search Process 
Earlier this summer, a Search Committee was formed to find an Education Director/Pastoral Associate 
to take the place of Pastor Heather.  The initial round of searching did not 
yield a candidate.  The search process will begin again in early September.   
 
Consecrating Stewards 
Our Consecrating Stewards Campaign will be kicking off in late September.  This year’s theme is The 

World of the Generous Gets Larger and Larger.  Watch for more information!   
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Bell Choir 
Watch for information on the beginning of Bell Choir practice—all interested ringers are welcome!  
Contact choir director Jeff Avery for more information 
 

Neighbors in Need 
Neighbors in Need is a special mission offering of the UCC that supports ministries of 
justice and compassion throughout the United States.  One-third of the funds support the 
Council for American Indian Ministry. Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC's 
Justice and Witness Ministries to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, 
and direct service projects.  The offering will be taken on Sunday, October 5th.   
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 


